A simple method for ranking the affinities of monoclonal antibodies.
Measurement of the binding of constant trace amounts of labelled antigen by increasing dilutions of culture supernatant allows the ranking of monoclonal antibodies in the order of their affinity for the antigen. The theoretical basis for this method is discussed and it is illustrated with data from a set of anti-alphafoetoprotein monoclonal antibodies. Hybridomas secreting antibodies of desired affinity for immunoassay, histochemistry or antigen purification can thus be selected at an early stage after fusion.